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— Slice —
for chamber orchestra

by Jake Berran

Instrumentation

Flute

Oboe
Clarinet (Bb)
Bassoon

Horn (F)
Trumpet (C)
Trombone

Percussion 1: crotales (C4—C5), almglocken (B3, F#4, A#4, D5, E5), vibraphone, moon gong (G#5), triangle, splash cymbal (beads
needed), suspended cymbal, large gong (shared; ideally pitched D2, otherwise F#2 or any), bass drum

Percussion 2: glockenspiel, marimba (4.5+ oct.), suspended cymbal (bow needed), small gong (ideally pitched C#4, otherwise A3
or any), large gong (shared), snare drum, two toms (medium, medium-high)

Piano B.Dr. Lg. Gong Sus. Cym. Spl. Cym.  Tri. M.G.
[ ]
. . Perc. 1 H .
2 Violins — .
Viola
Cello
Contrabass Two Toms Sn. Dr. Lg Gong Sm. Gong Sus. Cym.
> [ ]
Perc. 2 H—5 . — » i

Program Notes

"Slice" has three meanings. First, it refers to the incisive descending arpeggiated gesture which permeates the piece. Second, it
symbolizes the shortness of several sections throughout. Third, this music is a slice of my development as a composer—rather
than trudging through unfamiliar techniques, my process involved drafting a harmonic progression matching my current tastes
and using that constraint to focus on writing fluid rhythms, melodies, and textures.

Slice is rather cinematic on the surface. Its features and influences include heavy use of piano and almglocken, struggles
between tempi, "heartbeat" rhythms, harmonic motion by gradual pitch replacement which I learned from Julius Eastman's
"organic music," the energy of layered semitone-based tremolos from Sofia Gubaidulina's work and Olly Wilson's Akwan, the
pitches and intervals at the beginning of the final movement of Thomas Adés's Asyla, the practice of activating a chord
progression found in Bach's preludes, the double leading tone cadences of medieval music and a chord progression from
Gesualdo, and a more noticeable final barline than I'd previously been comfortable with.

[ am deeply grateful to Timothy Weiss and the Oberlin Contemporary Music Ensemble for bringing this piece to life, as well as
the education I have received from my professors and peers in the composition department.

Duration: ca. 7'

Performance Notes

- Consecutive staccati should be equally short regardless of rhythmic value.

- The marking ord. cancels fIz. for wind players and su/ pont. for string players. For strings, vib. norm. cancels nonvib. and vib.,
signifying a return to normal use of vibrato.

- Glissandi should begin immediately on the note of departure.

- When relations to other parts are specified, "with" signifies rhythmic unison, whereas "equal to" signifies equality of dynamic.
- Hold notes without articulation marks to their full rhythmic duration; this is negotiable for consecutive short notes.

- Solo is used ubiquitously with dynamics and means to play out, maintaining the affect of the given dynamic.
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(cut off
on bt. 3)

(repeat unmeasured, ease into rhythm)
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(repeat unmeasured, ease into rhythm,

change on third downbeat)

“3

(cut off on second downbeat)
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