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"The Convergence of the Twain
(Lines on the loss of the "Titanic")"

by Thomas Hardy

In a solitude of the sea
Deep from human vanity,
And the Pride of Life that planned her, stilly couches she.

II
Steel chambers, late the pyres
Of her salamandrine fires,
Cold currents thrid, and turn to rhythmic tidal lyres.

I11
Over the mirrors meant

To glass the opulent

The sea-worm crawls — grotesque, slimed, dumb, indifferent.

v
Jewels in joy designed
To ravish the sensuous mind
Lie lightless, all their sparkles bleared and black and blind.

v
Dim moon-eyed fishes near
Gaze at the gilded gear

And query: "What does this vaingloriousness down here?" ...

VI
Well: while was fashioning
This creature of cleaving wing,

The Immanent Will that stirs and urges everything

VII
Prepared a sinister mate
For her — so gaily great —
A Shape of Ice, for the time far and dissociate.

VIII
And as the smart ship grew
In stature, grace, and hue,

In shadowy silent distance grew the Iceberg too.

IX
Alien they seemed to be;
No mortal eye could see

The intimate welding of their later history,

X
Or sign that they were bent
By paths coincident

On being anon twin halves of one august event,

XI
Till the Spinner of the Years
Said "Now!" And each one hears,

And consummation comes, and jars two hemispheres.



About the Work

Thomas Hardy wrote "The Convergence of the Twain" in 1912, ten days after the sinking of the
Titanic. The event was surely a tragedy, especially considering that fewer third class passengers were
rescued than those in the upper classes. However, Hardy hardly mentions the passengers and his
rather cold interpretation characterizes the sinking as the inevitable punishment of greed, opulence,
and power. I believe the text communicates an important secondary message for us today: as climate
change increasingly affects our world, we must remember that the Earth is powerful and should be
approached with care rather than domination. We must, as many cultures have been able to, coexist

with the Earth in order to avoid subjecting humanity to the same fate as the 77tanic.

The text and my setting of it follow a binary form: stanzas I-V portray the sunken state of the ship,
while stanzas VI-XI go back to tell the story of its sinking. There are two predominant categories of
textures: one is open, ethereal, and even cold to represent the ocean and nature; the other is full of
structure, heat, and vitality to represent humans' attempted conquest. In addition to this textural
dichotomy, the sopranos and altos often act as nature and the tenors and basses as humanity. Though
this may be the opposite of what the text insinuates (the ship being "she"), it enables a critique of
"masculine" exploitation of the Earth. The consonants ss and sh are ubiquitous in the vocal parts,

often respectively symbolizing the sound of ship engines and ocean waves. The text is sometimes
fragmented; for example, at B the slower "cold currents" consume the "steel chambers" and "fires" of

the ship. The final section is a "drowning" of syllables, from a# to ooh to mm.

Harmonically, G is often the pitch center symbolizing nature, and the G Phrygian climax at rehearsal
letter I, the moment the ship inevitably collides with the iceberg, is foreshadowed melodically and
harmonically a few times. The "funeral march" progression of Chopin (i-VI-i) is used as well to
symbolize the ship's death at letter A, m. 69, and the very end. In the second half of the piece, the key
center slowly steps from Ab (even G, technically) up to Db, "snapping" back to G at the peak.

Performance Notes

Extended techniques: Square noteheads are used for unpitched consonants (ssor sh) and whispering.

Triangle noteheads (mm. 110-111 only) are used for whistling, in whatever pitch range is comfortable.
Both are on one line staves except in the case of divisi with a pitched part and in mm. 62-64. Dynamics

or number of players may need to be adjusted if the balance is off. There is a schwa vowel in m. 8.

Arrows indicate a smooth transition from one vowel to the next.

Alternate notes are given for the sopranos in mm. 125-135 if needed for range and/or endurance.

Staggered breathing is encouraged during long ostinatos.

There is a soprano solo in mm. 1-10 and an alto solo in mm. 72-73. Otherwise, sections are always

unison or two-part divisi.
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