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Program Notes

Six Etudes for Bass Clarinet and Electronics is my first foray into live electronics and an important step in
my quest to merge my passion for music and my coding skills in meaningful ways. It uses an original Max
for Live device I call "Memory MIDI," which allows one to record any segments of the piece and play or
loop them back later with pitch, speed, and amplitude transformations, or trigger a MIDI file using the
recorded segments (with the same possible transformations) as the base sample. Thus, anything the
soloist plays has the potential to be both musical material and raw audio material.

The "Prelude” is a clarinet solo which is recorded in its entirety. "Frenzy" utilizes a captured multiphonic
as a fast, staccato MIDI sample to produce a sound which is impossible on the bass clarinet. Next,
"Bubbly" uses recorded rapid arpeggios to craft a harmonic accompaniment, and "Spacious" slows sounds
down to an extreme level and plays with the resulting textures. "Snappy" stacks and staggers three short
motives into fun chords and rhythms. Finally, "Impromptu over edulerP" is a dialogue with the reversed
"Prelude" audio with some wacky interjections. Some of the original musical material was developed with
the help of Angelo Ciriello, a clarinetist and friend at Oberlin Conservatory.

@ Memory MIDI

PLAY
This Track # LOOP

Audio IN of 89

Delay Send # 1
Audio OUT sttt MIDI .. ..

Enabled Mvis Prerecs OFF "C:Users/jacob/Local Documants/Ableton/User Library/PresetsAudio
n ﬂn n n n Effects/Max Audie Effect/Memory MIDI/'Six Etudes/clarinetData.js"

0.0dB

0.0dB

0.4dB

Performance Notes

This piece requires Ableton with Max for Live. (I hope to improve the accessibility in the future!) Get the
patch here: https://github.com/jakeberran/Memory-MIDI

How to Use

- Put the entire "Memory MIDI" folder in your Max Audio Effect folder, move SixEtudes.als where
you want, and put Memory MIDI in the "Electronics” effect chain if it hasn't loaded correctly.

- Set the input on tracks 1 and 2 to the microphone recording the clarinet, and output the sound
however you wish.

- Load clarinet,s as the data file. Set up a foot pedal and connect it to the "Next/Prev
Stage" buttons. Contact me at jacob.berran@gmail.com if you have questions!

Notation

- Press the foot pedal on large square notes (usually quarter notes) with stage numbers inside.

- Dotted vertical lines mean "at the same time," whereas diagonal ones mean "one immediately
after the other."

- Tied grace notes are often used to ensure that the sound is there before pressing the pedal.

« The main Electronics staff shows the raw MIDI notes fed into Memory MIDI, and ossia
staves are approximations of the resultant sound.

Duration: 11 minutes
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6. Impromptu over edulerP
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